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Abstract This paper addresses the problem of selecting appropriate periods in periodic coefficient regression models where
different regressors may exhibit distinct periodic structures. While existing approaches assume a common period across all
variables, real-world applications often involve multiple periodicities. We propose a pseudo-Gaussian test for comparing
a periodic regression model with variable-specific periods S; against a model with periods S; + 1, providing a formal
framework for local refinement of period specifications. The test is developed within a small 7', large n asymptotic framework
using uniform local asymptotic normality (ULAN), and we derive the least squares estimator for model parameters under
the null hypothesis. Extensive simulation studies demonstrate the test’s validity and power across symmetric and asymmetric
error distributions, as well as its superiority compared to the likelihood ration test. Comparisons with AIC and BIC reveal
competitive performance in period selection. An application to real meteorological data illustrates how the proposed test can
be used sequentially to identify optimal periods, with the results corroborated by RMSE-based model selection. The method
offers a flexible and robust tool for model diagnostics in settings with complex periodic structures.
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1. Introduction

1.1. Motivation and Background

Periodic regression models are fundamental tools for analyzing data with seasonal or cyclical patterns, with
applications spanning meteorology, economics, and environmental science. Previous studies such as [18] and [19]
have investigated periodic regression models under the restrictive assumption that all explanatory variables share
a common period S. However, in many practical contexts—particularly in meteorology and economics—different
regressors often exhibit distinct periodic behaviors, such as temperature exhibiting annual (12-month) and daily
(24-hour) cycles while precipitation follows semi-annual patterns. To address this limitation, the present work
extends the existing framework by allowing each regressor to possess its own period (S, S2,...,S,). In this
paper, without loss of generality, we assume that the periods are ordered as S; < Sp <... < S,. However, the
subsequent derivations rely heavily on the role of the largest period S, particularly in the construction of the
model and the asymptotic arguments. This dependence is not fully justified, as it is unclear whether the results
remain invariant under permutations of the periods or whether the ordering imposes implicit structural restrictions
on the model. A more rigorous justification of this ordering assumption, or a clarification of its impact on the
theoretical results, would strengthen the validity of the derivations.
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1.2. Explicit Model Specification

Before presenting the theoretical framework, we provide a clear and intuitive statement of the model. Consider
a panel dataset with n individuals (or spatial units) observed over T' time periods. For individual 4 at time ¢, we
observe a response variable y; ; and p explanatory variables ,TZ(-}t), cey Ept) The key feature of a periodic regression
model is that the regression coefficients are not constant but vary perlodlcally with time according to a specified
period S; for each variable. The periodic structure is encoded in the indexing functions (¢, m), which map the

individual index ¢ to the appropriate phase of the period m. Specifically:
W(i,m)=[GE—1)modm]+1, i=1,...,n.

The I(i, S;) means that the coefficient for variable j repeats every S; observations along the individual dimension.
For instance, if S; = 4, then b’%l) applies to individuals i = 1,5,9,...; él) applies to individuals i = 2,6, 10, .. .;
and so on. The intercept follows the period of the response, which we take to be S, = max{Si,...,S,}, ensuring
that all variables are properly aligned.

The full model is given by:

/’les +Zﬁl(jz)s +€lt i:17"'an7t:1,"'7T7 (1)

where:

* y;, is the response variable (e.g., temperature, GDP, stock return);

. (J ) is the j-th explanatory variable (e.g., humldlty, interest rate, trading volume);

. us 1s the intercept for phase s of the response’s periodic cycle;

. (] ) is the coefficient for variable j at phase s of its periodic cycle;

* &, are independent and identically distributed errors with mean zero, variance o2, and density f(c) =

(1/o)f1(e/o).

To illustrate, consider a simple example with p =2, S; =2, and S, = 3. The model for i =1,2,3,4,5,6
becomes:

i=1: yo=p+ B2 + 8P e,
1=2: Yy =p 2+5(1) (1)+522) é2t)+52t7

i=3: ygt—usw +632) @ tess,
1 =4: Z/4t—,u4+5 +51 2)+54t7
i=5: = s + B +522) (2)+s5t7

1=06: yer= 6+ 5(1)Iélt) + 532) 5322 + €6,¢5

and that [(1,2) =1, (2,2) = 2,1(3,2) =1, l(4,2) = 2, I(5,2) = 1, and (6, 2) = 2. This example demonstrates
how the periodic structure creates a block pattern in the coefficients, with the intercept following the maximum
period S, = 3.

1.3. Hypothesis Testing Framework

A fundamental question in periodic modeling is whether the chosen periods adequately capture the underlying
cyclical patterns. The proposed test addresses the specific question: Is a model with periods .S; sufficient, or does
it require an additional component corresponding to periods .S; + 1? Formally, we test:

1
Ho: ps,e1 =0, B, = Bs 1=
which means:
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2 A PSEUDO-GAUSSIAN TEST FOR COMPARING PERIODIC REGRESSION..

* For the intercept, the coefficient corresponding to phase S, 4+ 1 is zero. Since the intercept follows the
maximum period S, the null hypothesis asserts that the model does not require an additional phase beyond
Sp.

* For each explanatory variable j, the coefficient corresponding to phase S; + 1 is zero. This means that the
periodic pattern for variable j is fully captured by the first S; phases, and no additional harmonic component
is needed.

Against
Hl: ;u’Serl#Ov 6%]7)_5_1740 (]:1,7]9),

which means that at least one of these additional coefficients is non-zero, indicating that the model with periods .S;
is inadequate and that extending to periods .S; + 1 would improve the fit.

The parameters ps, 11 and Bg) 1 are precisely these additional coefficients that appear when we expand the
model from period S; to period S; + 1. They are not part of the original model; rather, they represent the additional

flexibility gained by increasing the period. Thus, the “extra” parameters ys,+1 and ng) 1 are free parameters under
H; that are constrained to zero under Hy. The test determines whether the data provide sufficient evidence to reject
these zero constraints.

This formulation is particularly relevant for local refinement of period specifications. For instance, if a researcher
suspects that the true period is either S; or S; + 1, the test provides a formal way to choose between these two
nested models. When applied sequentially across candidate periods, the test can help identify the optimal period.

Under Hy and when S; = --- = S, model (1) reduces to the framework of [19] in the univariate case (p = 1)
with ;= ... = ps, = p, and to that of [18] in the multivariate case (p > 1). If S; =--- =5, = 1, the model
further simplifies to the classical multiple regression model.

1.4. Main Contributions

The main contribution of this paper is threefold. First, we develop a pseudo-Gaussian test that provides a formal
statistical framework for comparing nested periodic models with consecutive periods, enabling local refinement
of period specifications. Second, we derive the asymptotic properties of the test under general error distributions,
establishing its validity beyond Gaussian assumptions. Third, we provide comprehensive simulation evidence and
areal-data illustration demonstrating how the test can be integrated with model selection criteria to identify optimal
periods in practice.

1.5. Related Literature

Periodic models have attracted considerable attention in the literature due to their ability to capture seasonal and
cyclical dynamics in time series and regression frameworks. For instance, [3] studied the invertibility of periodic
moving average models, [6] considered periodic autoregressive models, and [4] proposed both parametric and
nonparametric tests for detecting periodicity in autoregressive coefficients. More recently, [19] developed locally
and asymptotically optimal tests, including rank-based procedures, for testing the absence of periodicity in the
regression coefficient 5 of simple linear regression models. Their empirical results highlighted the superiority of
periodic coefficient regression over random coefficient regression models.

Further contributions include the work of [18], who introduced an adaptive estimator (AE) for parameters in
periodic simple regression models. They showed that the AE outperforms the classical least squares estimator
(LSE) when the error distribution is asymmetric. More recently, [?] implemented periodic regression methods in
the PerRegMod R package (https://CRAN.R-project.org/package=PerRegMod), which provides
both the LSE and AE, as well as a pseudo-Gaussian test for detecting periodic variation in regression coefficients.

Periodic multiple regression models allow the intercept, slopes, and variance to vary periodically across time.
Specifically, the intercept i and regression coefficients ﬁéﬂ ) (for j =1,...,pregressors) depend on the period s.
This flexibility enables the model to capture complex seasonal and cyclical structures in the data. When p; = p
and 3 0) = 1) for all period s, the periodic model reduces to the classical multiple regression model with constant
coefficients.
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1.6. Asymptotic Framework

Our methodology is grounded in the local asymptotic normality (LAN) framework for small 7, large n, and
fixed standardized innovation density f. This asymptotic regime is particularly relevant for panel data settings
where the number of individuals n grows (e.g., more households or firms are observed), while the number of
time periods 7' remains fixed (e.g., daily observations over a week). The uniform LAN (ULAN) properties are
central to constructing asymptotically optimal tests. The usefulness of the ULAN structure has been demonstrated
in numerous works, including [11], [1], [10], [7], [8], [12], [15], [19], [5], [18], and [16].

1.7. Paper Organization

The remainder of the paper is organized as follows. Section 2 introduces the necessary notation and assumptions,
and establishes the uniform local asymptotic normality (ULAN) property that underpins the test. Section 3 presents
the optimal parametric test derived from the ULAN framework. Section 4 develops the pseudo-Gaussian test, which
is optimal under Gaussian errors but remains valid under more general error distributions with finite variance.
Section 5 reports extensive Monte Carlo simulation results, including size and power analysis, comparisons with
AIC, BIC, and performance of the likelihood ratio test in terms of power. Section 6 illustrates the proposed
methodology using real meteorological data, demonstrating the sequential testing procedure in a practical context.

2. Uniform Local Asymptotic Normality

2.1. Notation and Main Assumptions
Let
(n)
P02,

denote the probability distribution of the observations

(640, 0%

under the null hypothesis
pis,+1 =0 and Bgll)ﬂ == ﬁé’?—i—l =0,

where the parameter vector is defined as

! !
ﬂ:(lj’l;ﬂ/) :(/’1/17"'7/’[/SP;/8§1)7"'752’11)7"" §p)?"')/8gz;)) N
Similarly, let
(n)
Pﬂ/,az,)\’;fl

denote the probability distribution under the alternative hypothesis, where

1 !/
A= (:usp+17 BFSR—Q—I’ AR 5,(5‘1;))+1) 7& 0.
The ULAN property requires the following assumptions.
Assumption (A): Innovation density.

A.1) fi is continuously differentiable on R, with derivative f{. Define

ope) = =T and @) = (o)~ 1.
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4 A PSEUDO-GAUSSIAN TEST FOR COMPARING PERIODIC REGRESSION..

A.2) The following integrals are finite:

Mm:ﬁﬁwmwm<w mm=4ﬁwmmm<m

and

&ﬁuaémmmmwm<m

Although expressed in terms of f;, the above notation and Assumptions (A.1) and (A.2) also remain valid, with
minor modifications to f, for standardized densities f;. For Gaussian densities f; = N = A(0,1), we have

on () =x, and oy (z) =2® — 1,
with corresponding integrals
I,(N)=1, I,(N)=2 and K4WN)=0.
Assumption (B): Regressors.

B.1) Foreachj =1,...,p, assume S; + 1 divides n, and set m; = n/(S; + 1).

B.2) The centering condition x(J) m]T Zmﬂ_lzt 1 2{2(5 My = =0 j=1,...,p, s=1,...,5+1

ensures that the regressors have zero mean within each period block. This condition can be satisfied by
centering the regressors around their period-specific means, with a corresponding adjustment to the intercept
terms.
B.3) The block-diagonal matrix
M 0
M™ = :
0 .- MW

converges to a positive-definite matrix M, with normalized form

K® — (1\/1(71))*1/2 s MY2

The block matrices are defined as follows:

xgj)2 x(])xl(J)
MY = , forj=1,...,pandk,l=1,...,5;.
RONE 9"
ONONEETE 3 SO L)
Additionally, we define: z;’ z,’ 2_:0 t; kaJr(S 1y li(S \ 1y and

2
2 —mJ Z ZZH(S tyefors=1,...8; + 1.

B.4) The sequence of matrices N(™) converges: lirri N® =Nand lim D™ =D =N7T, where
n—-+0o0

n—>-4oo

12
fc(sl)+1 xg)+1mg)+1

-1
N — fori,j=1,....p, DV = (N(")) :

2
xg)+1xg)+1 Eqp)+1
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and
T mi—1 m;—1
GIRCI)
T, +1xs 1= Z Z I(s +1)(r 1), < > x(s +1)(k+1).¢
t=1 r=0 k=0

B.5) The classical condition from [14] holds:

(7)2
maxo<i<m;—1 xk+(s +1)l 4
lim

=0, j=1,...,p, k=1,...,8;+1,,andt =1,....T.
m S+1 m]71 b ) RN wb) b »y M7 ) ) )
TD DREED DN Sl s+S+1)rt

(J) (J) (4)

Assumption (B.2) is readily verified by replacing z,;”; with z; — T8,y while re-indexing i as s + (S; + 1),

and by adjusting the term 1(; s, to
G G
Iu‘l(LS)JrE:BI(JzS) zgzs)

In Assumptions (B.3) and (B.4), M'/? and Nl/ 2 denote the symmetric square roots of the inverse of the
symmetric positive definite matrices M and N, respectively. In the sequel, most asymptotic results, including
the validity of the test we are proposing, hold under (B.5), as n — oo.

2.2. Uniform Local Asymptotic Normality

In this subsection, we establish the Uniform Local Asymptotic Normality (ULAN) property, which is the key
technical result underlying our derivation of optimal tests. The result is formulated with respect to the intercept p/,
the regression coefficients @', the scale parameter o2, and the parameter of interest X’. It is obtained for a fixed
standardized density f;, within the family of distributions

i = (P g osvigy 5 (W B) € REFEIS), 6250, A e RIHIY,

atany 6 = (19’,02,0)/.
To establish this result, we consider local perturbations of the form 6 + n~ 12y () where

Is, 0 0 O
() 0 K™ o o
1% =

0 0o 1 0 |’

0 0 0 D"
n n)’ n)’ n n)\/
£ (2 ) Y,

with 7 € RS» x RE7=15% x Ry x RP*!  and  sup, ||[7(™|2 < 0. The log-likelihood ratio for

(n) . (n) .
P0+n*1/2u(")r(");fl with respect to P‘g;f1 can be written as

T n ~1/2
A(S?n*l/%(nh-(n)/a;fl = Z Z log (fl |:(0-2 + n—1/27-?§n)> (Eiﬂg — n—1/261(72)):|)

t=1 i=1 (2)

—ZZ@ﬁ “lei4)),

t=1 i=1

where

x(j) So = 0,

(5-(n)— Tn © + |: T } /
it 1 +Sp) Z 2 i seniinsg)
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6 A PSEUDO-GAUSSIAN TEST FOR COMPARING PERIODIC REGRESSION..

and [x]; denotes the sth component of the vector . We further define the standardized residuals
Zig =0 (yzt = i(i,Sp41) — Zﬁl((jl)s +1) (3)), i1=1,...,n,t=1,...,T.

Under the null hypothesis, these residuals coincide with a‘lem. We are now ready to state the main result.

/

Proposition 1. Suppose that assumptions (A) and (B) hold. Then the family P}?) is ULAN at any 0 = (19/, a2, 0) ,

P
with a central sequence of dimension S, + > S; + p + 2 given by

i=1
r . mp—1 -
nz Z Z ¢f1(Z7‘,t)
t=1 r=0
T mlfl
e
Z fi (Zrt)
t=1 r=0
T omell
(n) Z E d)wl (ZT,t)
Af?,1(9) t=1 r=0
n A(") I} 1 n;l T Sp+lmp—1
AV (9) = ,152( S 5 2 > on(Zay (s, +1)rt) . (3
! g Afl 3(9) g t=1 s=1 r=0
A" () my—1
o Zo ¢f1(Z(Sp+1)(r+1),t)
r=
st 0
. T Z ¢f1 Z(S1+1)(r+1) t) (S1+1)(r+1),t
nz Y,
= pm
e o)
p
TXZ:O ¢f1 (Z(Sp+1)(r+1),t)x(sp+1)(r+1)’t

with ¢, (Zr1) = (05, (Zig(s,41)rt)s - - G5 (Zs, (5, +1)rt)) > and

’

7) j j
¢:c ( rt ) = (¢f1 (Z1+(Sj+1)T,t)x§2(sj+1)r’t’ ) (bfl (Zs_j+(Sj+1)7’,t)‘/L'A(S’]j)+(s’j+1)r’t) .
The corresponding information matrix is

I‘fl,ll(g) 0 I‘f1713(0) 0
0 Ty, 22(0) 0 Ty, 24(0)
T'r (0) = ’ ? ’ . 4
7 (6) T} 15(0) 0 Ty 33(0) Ty 34(0) @)

0 T 50 T 5u(0) Ty aa6)

Explicit expressions of the blocks are

ﬁIsl 0 R 0
T x Iy(f1) T x Iy(f1) (——
I‘full(o) = Wf—l—l)l&” Ff1,22(9) = 0_7;7 ‘ Sa+1792 ’
0 Is
Sp+1 +1
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T x 1,(f1)
Ff1733(9) = T.ia
1
s 0 ... 0
Tx1 0 _1
Ty 44(0) = % . Si+l ;
: 1
0 Spt1
T x Ky(f1) T x Ip(f1) 1 0
f1,13( ) 20_3 (Sp + 1) Spa f1,24( ) ’]’LO’2 0 D(n) ,
T x Ky(f1)
T = — "7 (1
f1,34(9) 243 (Sp T 1) ( aO;D) )
where 15, = (1, ..., 1)/ and
0 0 (1)x§ ) (1)x§ )
: : mi : mi :
0 0 O] (1) (p)
xsl Ty e :ESPl
0 2P oMo
: ma : . ™o :
L= ’ :
2 1 2 9
0 xgz)f(sz) 0 xgz)fgi)
: my : my . :
0 xgz;)xglp) xgz;)x(sz; 1) 0
with
T m;—1
1 1 L)
2 af Z s+(s 0yt Lot(sip1yrefOrs =1, S
t=1 r=0

More precisely, for any

o) = (19<”>',a2<”>,0) = (u(”"yﬁ(”)',aﬂ"),o)

such that \/n (19(”) — 19) = Op(1), and for any bounded sequence (Tl(")” 7-2(71)/7 7-?5”), 7-4(n)/) ranging over R°» x

y

Z: S;
R« R4 x RPHL we have, under Pé(,)L) L ST = 00 with T fixed,

’ 1 ’
A — M AM gy _ 2 () (n) 1
b -1 ) £ 16 =T f (9 ) 27' f1 (0)7' +0P( )7
and
AL (0™) ~ N (0.T,(6)).

Proof
See appendix. O
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8 A PSEUDO-GAUSSIAN TEST FOR COMPARING PERIODIC REGRESSION..

The centering condition stated in Assumption (B.2) plays a crucial role in explaining the vanishing of many

off-diagonal blocks. More precisely, under this condition, for each fixed phase, the double sum over 7 and ¢ of

(4)

si5.r¢ €quals zero. This, in turn, implies that the corresponding cross-correlations are zero. The non-diagonal
J"

structure of the information matrix I'y, (f) in (4) reveals that AE“T)2(9) (associated with the regression parameter

B), Agffg(@) (associated with the scale parameter o2), and A;TL(@) (associated with the intercept parameter \)

are mutually dependent. This dependence motivates the construction of a new central sequence for A, denoted by

A;E”Zl) (6), together with its corresponding variance I‘}T)z 4 (0).

T

3. Optimal parametric test

Consider the null hypothesis

wh=U U U U Pl

fi peRSr gepyi_ysi 02>0

which corresponds to a periodic multiple regression model with period S;, characterized by s, 11 = ﬁé}l) =

=pBY =0ie. A =0.
The alternative hypothesis is

#=) U U U UPhean

Ji weR®e gep¥l_si 02>0 A#0

which represents a periodic multiple regression model with period S; + 1.
Equivalently, the testing problem can be written as

H 7™M =0 against M 7™M %0,

where Té") # 0 means that at least one component of 7-4(") is different from zero.
More generally, this problem can be expressed as

'H(()") : (Tl(")/,72(")/,735"),7-4("),) e M(Q) against H'™ (7-1(")/,7-2("),,7("),735”)/) ¢ M(Q),

where M (Q) is a linear subspace of R5»122i=1 5i+7+2 of dimension p + 1, generated by

Q = (ISP+Z:§:1 Si+1 | O(SerZf:l Si+1)><(17+1)) ’

The ULAN structure and the convergence of local experiments to the Gaussian shift experiment imply that the
locally optimal test is based on

T0(0) =AY (0)[T710) - (2T 0)2) ' ]AN (6)

(n)*’ (n)x—1 (n)= (5)
= Af1,4 (H)Ff1,44 (9) Af1,4(9)7
where
n n -1 n
(n) (n) (n)’ (n)’ Lin) ’ i) Aglilw)
AT 0) = AW, () - (0, T,,0), T, (0)) 0 T, (0) 0 A(;’jjz(a) :
L o L) ATI(0)

Stat., Optim. Inf. Comput. Vol. x, Month 202x



S. REGUI 9

and

0 0) = 15,,(0) = T, () T 0) TV, (6) — T,

()T (O TF54(0).
The test statistic T}f) (¢) depends on the unknown parameter 6, which needs to be estimated. We therefore

assume that HAn satisfies the following conditions.

Assumption (C).

(C.1) 0, is \/n-consistent, i.e., \/ﬁ(gn —6) = Op(1).
(C.2) HAn is locally asymptotically discrete, i.e., there exists £ € N such that, for all n € N, é\n takes at most k
distinct values in
O = {5 € RSHELSH . /a5 — 0] < l}, [>0.

Assumption (C.1) is mild and, under the null hypothesis, is satisfied by many classical estimators such as least
squares or maximum likelihood. Assumption (C.2) has little practical impact; see [9].

Proposition 2. Assume that assumptions (A) and (B) hold. Then:

(i) T(”)(A 0,) = ;f)(ﬁ) + op(1) is asymptotically chi-square with p+ 1 degrees of freedom under Pé?f).l.

(n)
Under P9+n_1/2y(n>7<n) 1

noncentrality parameter

it is asymptotically noncentral chi-square with p + 1 degrees of freedom and

A = T 0) 7.

(ii) The sequence of test has asymptotic power

1- F(X}%-{—l,l—a; >‘f1)

under P, +)n 12 (0) fy7 where F(-; A\y,) denotes the cumulative distribution function of the noncentral
chi-square distribution with p 4 1 degrees of freedom and noncentrality parameter Ay, .

Proof

See Appendix. O

4. Pseudo-Gaussian test

4.1. Pseudo-Gaussian test

The Gaussian test T(n) (19 ), obtained by taking f; = N(0,1) in (5), is valid only under Gaussian distributions. In
this section, we construct suitably modified versions, denoted by Tj:/(") (5n), which remain valid for any density g;
with finite variance.

Moreover, the Gaussian central sequence Aj((}) (9) allows us to derive the pseudo-Gaussian test, which is robust
and valid for all densities g; with finite variance. Let

Sp+1 T mp—1
m _ 1 A fori=1,2
m; ﬁ s+(Sp+1)rt ore =1,z
s=1 t=1 r=0
be the y/n-consistent estimator of
/ z)dz, underP )
R
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10 A PSEUDO-GAUSSIAN TEST FOR COMPARING PERIODIC REGRESSION..

The pseudo-Gaussian test can be expressed as

o(n n)*’ n)x—1 n)*
TN () = AL ()DL 0) A (). (6)
where
mp—1
Z—:o (Z(s,+1)r41),t — ka(g1)]
S ' (1)
T
e . 2, (SN (D)t T (54 1) (r41) 8
AD a0 =n= Y =0
t=1 D™
Tt )
TZ:O Z(SpH)(r+1)’t$(sp+1)(r+1),t
(S +1)Is, 0 . 0
1/1 o0 " n 0 So+1)I : n
—n<0 D(m)LK() _ (B2t s, _ _ AP, (0)
0 (Sp+1) I,
and
M2(g%)p;/ilf(91) 0 . 0
n)x 0 -
o () =T . CIES .
0 ST
(S1+1)Ig, 0 0
1 0 : 0 (So+1)1I 1 0
_ = (n) 2 S (n)
0 (Sp—‘rl)Isp

The pseudo-Gaussian test T;,Z)l (9) depends on ¥, 11 (g1), and p2(g1), which are unknown. Therefore, we replace

them with their estimations ,,, mﬁ"% and mé"), respectively.

We now consider the periodic multiple regression model with period S;. Its matrix representation is

Y = X0+ e, )
1
5y
’ ’ ’ X‘27t XQI,)t
where X — (Xl, ...,XT) X, = _ fort =1,..,T,

.1 :
X5n37t Xgﬁi,t
X) = diag (xéi)_l)sjﬂ, o vffijs)j) forj=1,....pandk=1,...,m;,Y = (Yy,... Y,

Y = (yl,h e ~;yn,t),, €= (Ell, ...,6T)
= (u,B) with p= ’ () M. o) 5 .
U= (p,B8 ) with p=(ps,...,pus,) and B=(B;", ..., B ;.:By -, Bs, ) - The least squares estimator

, €= (€14, ...,sn,t)/, 1y, =(1,.., 1),, Is,xs, is the identity matrix, and
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(LSE) is given by

-~ ’ -1 ’

9 = (X X) X' )
Proposition 3. Assume that assumptions (A) and (B) hold. Then, we have
(n)

94n T vy f,
it is asymptotically noncentral chi-square with p 4+ 1 degrees of freedom and noncentrality parameter

(i) T/:,(n) (1%) is asymptotically chi-square with p + 1 degrees of freedom under P((:;l. Under P

My = 7" T @)™

(ii) The sequence of the statistic test has asymptotic power 1 — F (Xﬁ 11.1-ai AN) under p™)

—1 ’
94n T v r(n); f
where F(.;\\;) denotes the noncentral chi-square distribution function with p+ 1 degrees of freedom and
noncentrality parameter \}.

4.2. Sequential Procedure for Period Selection

Although the proposed test is designed to compare two consecutive periods, it can be naturally extended to identify
an appropriate period within a given range. Suppose that, for a given variable j, the period is suspected to lie in the
interval [Spmin, Smax)- A simple sequential procedure can then be applied. Starting from Sy, the test is performed
between Scurrent and Scurrent + 1. If the null hypothesis is rejected, the current period is deemed inadequate and
increased by one. This process is repeated until the null hypothesis is no longer rejected, in which case the
current period is retained as an acceptable choice. This procedure requires at most (Syax — Smin) tests, making it
computationally efficient.

4.3. Computational Considerations

When several variables are involved, a naive exhaustive search over all possible combinations of periods quickly
becomes computationally infeasible, as the number of candidate models grows exponentially. To address this issue,
we adopt a simple and practical strategy: the sequential procedure described above is applied independently to each
variable. This yields a candidate period for each component without requiring a combinatorial exploration of all
possible configurations. The total computational cost is therefore linear in both the number of variables p and the
size of the period range, i.e., of order p X (Smax — Smin)- This makes the approach feasible even in moderately
high-dimensional settings.

5. Simulation

This section presents a Monte Carlo simulation study based on 2500 replications of samples of size N =T X n,
generated from model (1), to assess both the validity and the power of the proposed pseudo-Gaussian test TJ:[("), as
well as the efficiency of the proposed LSE under the null hypothesis, i.e., the estimation of parameters in periodic

coefficient regression models with period S;, j = 1, ..., p. For this purpose, We consider model (1) where

i) T=5,10, 20,p=2,5, =2, 5, = 4;
i) p=(2,4,3.7,8,X\), BN = (3,7,\2), and B = (4,5.2,6,2, \3) with \; € R fori =1,2,3;
iii) the z(1)’s are i.i.d. uniform (0, 10);
iv) the 2(?)°s are i.i.d. uniform (0, 20);
v) the ¢;’s are i.i.d. with density Gaussian A/, double exponential De, logistic £, student ¢, with degrees of
freedom v = 3, 5, skew normal sN(5), sN (10), skew student st3(5), st5(7) see [2], skew double exponential
sDe(5), sDe(10), skew logistic sL(5), sL£(7), or mixture of two normal distributions k,, where

k:w(:x)zl(

2

_ a2 W __ a2
e 2x1.1 + e 2x095 | 0 <w< 1.

w
V11 0.95
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Under the alternative hypothesis H, the periods are given by (S7 + 1,52 + 1) = (3, 5). The parameters A1, A2, A3
are introduced to control the additional components of the model. When A; = Ay = A3 = 0, the alternative model
reduces to the null model. Note that random samples from the considered distributions were generated in R using
the following packages: the sn package https://CRAN.R-project.org/package=sn for skew normal
and skew student densities; the rmutil package https://CRAN.R-project.org/package=rmutil for
the skew Laplace density; the glogis package https://CRAN.R-project.org/package=glogis for the
skew logistic density; and the EnvStats package https://CRAN.R-project.org/package=EnvStats
for mixtures of two normal distributions. All simulations and real-data analyses were carried out using the R
statistical software.

Under the null hypothesis, A1 = Ay = A3 = 0, the parameters of model (1) are estimated using the proposed
estimator. Tables 1, 2, and 4 report the rejection frequencies for the null hypothesis A\; = Ay = A3 = 0, as well as
for increasing alternatives Ay = Ay = A3 = 0.1, 0.3, 0.5, 0.7, and 0.9 using the pseudo-Gaussian test T/:/("). Results
are presented for different sample sizes n (n = 30, n = 45), time dimension 7" (" = 5, T = 10, and T = 20), and
for both symmetric and asymmetric error distributions, including: Gaussian N, double exponential De, logistic
L, student ¢, with degrees of freedom v = 3,5, skew normal sN'(5), sN(10), skew student st5(5), st5(7), skew
double exponential sDe(5), sDe(10), skew logistic sL£(5), s£(7), and mixtures of two normal distributions &, with
w =0.1,0.2,0.3,0.5,0.7, 0.8, and 0.9.

In addition, table 3 displays the rejection frequencies for various non-zero parameter values (A1, A2, A3), namely
(0.1,0.2,0.15), (0.2,0.15,0.3), (0.4,0.3,0.2), and (0.5, 0.4,0.3), for the pseudo-Gaussian test with sizes n = 30
and n = 45, again across symmetric and asymmetric error distributions.

Table 5 presents the rejection frequencies for Ay = A2 = A3 = 0 (null hypothesis) and for increasing alternatives:
0.5,0.7, 0.9, and 1.1, for the pseudo-Gaussian test Tj:/(n) and likelihood ratio (LR) test.

The simulation results indicate that the proposed pseudo-Gaussian test remains valid under a wide range of
distributions, including symmetric ones (normal, double exponential, logistic, Student) as well as their asymmetric
counterparts (skew-normal, skew-double-exponential, skew-logistic, skew-Student, and mixtures of normals with
varying w). Furthermore, the results highlight that the test achieves the highest power under Gaussian errors.
Notably, the power of the pseudo-Gaussian test increases with larger sample sizes, reflecting improved sensitivity
as n grows. Moreover, the pseudo-Gaussian test consistently outperforms the likelihood ratio test in terms of power
under a range of error densities.

Tables 6, 7, and 8 present, based on 2500 replications of samples of size IV, the parameter estimates of model (1)
under the null hypothesis, for both symmetric and asymmetric error distributions: Gaussian A/, double exponential
De, skew-normal s\ (10), and skew-Student st5(10). The specifications are as follows: p = 2, (1) ~ 1/(0, 3),
@ ~U(0,5), S1 =2, Sy = 4,n =24, T = 10 for Table 6; p = 3, 2™ ~ 1(0,3), 2 ~ U(0,5), 2 ~ U(0,7),
Sy =2,8 =3,S83=>5,n=230, T =4 for Table 7; and p = 4, () ~1(0,3), 2 ~ 1(0,5), 3 ~ U(0,7),
@ ~U(0,9), 8, =2,8,=3,83=05,8;, =7,n =42, T = 5 for Table 8.

The results show that the Gaussian error distribution consistently yields the smallest RMSE compared to the
double exponential, skew-normal, and skew-Student distributions. Therefore, the LSE is most efficient when the
errors follow a Gaussian distribution.

Tables 9 and 10 report the empirical performance of the proposed pseudo-Gaussian test, which compares
a periodic regression model with variable-specific periods (S1,...,S5,) against a model with periods (S; +
1,...,5, + 1). Alongside the p-values of the test statistic TJ:/(”), we present the root mean squared error (RMSE) of
the corresponding parameter estimates. In Table 9, where the true model has .S; = 3, and Sy = 5 with p = 2, the test
consistently yields non-significant p-values under the correct null hypothesis (S; = 3, .5, = 5), with relatively small
RMSE values close to 1. In contrast, when incorrect periods are imposed (e.g., S1 = 2, S2 = 4), the test strongly
rejects the null as the sample size increases (p-values approaching zero), while the RMSE becomes substantially
larger (around 6). This confirms both the validity under the null and the power against alternatives of the pseudo-
Gaussian test.

Table 10 extends the analysis to the case p = 3, with true periods S; = 3, S = 4, and S3 = 5. A similar pattern
emerges: the correct specification leads to high p-values and low RMSE, while alternative specifications (e.g.,
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S1 = 2,8, = 3,83 = 4) are systematically rejected with extremely small p-values (down to 10~'%), accompanied
by large RMSE values exceeding 12. This further highlights the robustness of the proposed procedure in identifying
the correct periodic structure.

Overall, the results in Tables 9 and 10 demonstrate that the pseudo-Gaussian test is well-suited under the null
hypothesis and has strong discriminatory power with respect to poorly specified periodic models, with the root
mean square error (RMSE) providing further evidence of the accuracy of the parameter estimation.

Table 11 reports the rejection rates of the pseudo-Gaussian test along with the corresponding values of the AIC
and BIC criteria for different candidate periods (S1, S2), while the true period is (4, 6). The results show that the
highest rejection rates are obtained for the candidate periods (3,5) and (2,4), with values of 82.4% and 76.2%,
respectively. This result highlights the strong sensitivity of the proposed test to model misspecification when the
candidate periods are close to the true period, thereby leading to a high rejection frequency of the null hypothesis.
In contrast, for candidate periods further from the true one, such as (6,8), (6,12), and (5, 11), the rejection rates
are substantially lower, taking values of 17.7%, 34.3%, and 37.2%, respectively. This suggests a decrease in the
power of the test when the deviation from the true periodic structure increases. Regarding the information criteria,
the smallest values of AIC and BIC are obtained for the period (6, 8), indicating that this model provides the best fit
among the candidates according to these criteria, despite not corresponding to the true period. Overall, these results
highlight a discrepancy between the testing procedure and the model selection criteria: while the pseudo-Gaussian
test effectively detects certain types of misspecification, the AIC and BIC criteria may favor models that do not
reflect the true underlying periodic structure. This underlines the importance of combining testing procedures with
model selection criteria in periodic regression analysis.

Table 1. Rejection frequencies at asymptotic level o = 5% for various values of A\; = Ao = A3 with error density g; of the

pseudo-Gaussian test Txf(n).
/\1 :>\2 :)\Jw1thn:3()andT:5 )\1 :)\2 :/\5W1thn:45andT:5
g1 0 0.1 0.3 0.5 0.7 0.9 0 0.1 0.3 0.5 0.7 0.9

N 0.0648 0.1104 0.2924 0.5211 0.6728 0.784 | 0.068 0.1956 0.4552 0.6728 0.828 0.9344
De 0.0658 0.0996 0.2868 0.4928 0.654 0.7284 | 0.064 0.1844 0.4516 0.6722 0.8268 0.9064

L 0.0632 0.1064 0.2904 0.5032 0.6528 0.7256 | 0.064 0.1952 0.4388 0.6676 0.818 0.9292

t3 0.0624 0.1052 0.2906 0.4788 0.6352 0.738 | 0.066 0.1848 0.4496 0.6722 0.8272 0.9136

ts 0.068 0.1096 0.2916 0.5076 0.6492 0.7356 | 0.069 0.1948 0.444 0.6724 0.8128 0.9092
sN(5) 0.0674 0.102 0.2901 0466 0.6308 0.7264 | 0.066 0.1952 0.4504 0.6712 0.8172 0.9172
sN(10) 0.0642  0.11 0.276  0.5012 0.6202 0.7296 | 0.068 0.182 0.4504 0.6714 0.8176 009112
st3(5)  0.0682 0.1056 0.2712  0.508 0.64  0.7284 | 0.0606 0.192 0.4344 0.6696 0.822 0.9148
sts(7)  0.0676  0.1064 0.2884 0.5084 0.6336 0.7222 | 0.0618 0.1916 0.4396 0.67 0.8156 0.9104
sDe(5) 0.0536 0.0916 0.2692 0484 0.6432 0.7216 | 0.068 0.1816 0.4376 0.6656 0.8208 0.9212
sDe(10) 0.0488 0.1028 0.272 0.498 0.6352 0.736 | 0.069 0.1704 0.4308 0.6648 0.8212 0912
sL(5)  0.0681 0.1076 0.2914 049 0.6384 0.726 | 0.068 0.1908 0.4472 0.6644 0.8176 0.9056
sL(7) 0.069 0.102 0.2792 0.4988 0.6444 0.726 | 0.068 0.188 0.4504 0.674 0.816 0.9188

Table 2. Rejection frequencies at asymptotic level o = 5% for various values of \; = A2 = A3 under the mixture of two
normal distributions k., of the pseudo-Gaussian test Tj:/(").

AM =X =M withn=30and T =5 M =X =M withn=45and T =5

w 0 0.1 0.3 0.5 0.7 0.9 0 0.1 0.3 0.5 0.7 0.9

0.1 0.064 0.106 0.2816 0.508 0.6408 0.728 | 0.064 0.1952 0.4504 0.6648 0.8176 09112
0.2 0.065 0.1102 0.2908 0.5112 0.65 0.7504 | 0.062 0.1948 0.4404 0.6702 0.8104 0914
0.3 0.0652 0.1121 0.2922 0.5092 0.6352 0.7304 | 0.064 0.1952 0.4506 0.6702 0.8112 0.9108
0.5 0.068 0.1076 0.2876 0.4952 0.6348 0.7614 | 0.064 0.1946 0.4476 0.6788 0.8188 0.9208
0.7 0.066 0.1088 0.2824 0.5108 0.6416 0.7424 | 0.068 0.1906 0.442 0.6724 0.8108 0.9136
0.8 0.058 0.1156 0.2808 0.4988 0.652 0.7468 | 0.059 0.1908 0.4552 0.6718 0.8156 0.9212
0.9 0.068 0.1132 0.2912 0.5004 0.634 0.7204 | 0.058 0.1912 0.4528 0.6718 0.828 0.9214
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Table 3. Rejection frequencies at asymptotic level o = 5% for various values of (A1; A2; A3) with error density g; of the
o(n)

pseudo-Gaussian test T,

A1 A1
Ao withn =30and T =5 Ao withn =45andT =5
A3 A3
0.1 0.2 0.4 0.5 0.1 0.2 0.4 0.5
g1 0.2 0.15 0.3 0.4 0.2 0.15 0.3 0.4
0.15 0.3 0.2 0.3 0.15 0.3 0.2 0.3
N 0.1496 0.2524 0.2156 0.3216 0.28 0.4172 0.386 0.5044
De 0.1488 0.264 0.2172 0.316 0.27 0.3968 0.378 0.482
L 0.1492 0.264 0.2108 0.316 0.28 0.4056 0.3744 0.5012
ts 0.1436 0.2634 0.2104 0.3192 0.2744 0.3992 0.3788 0.4884
sN(10) 0.1422 0.2576 0.2012 0.3076 0.27 0.4044 0.376 0.4964
st5(10) 0.142 0.2812 0.2112 0.312 0.268 0.3972 0.3552 0.4764
sDe(10) 0.1348 0.2528 0.1964 0.2948 0.2724 0.3896 0.374 0.4776
sL(10) 0.142 0.2452 0.1952 0.3202 0.272 0.398 0.358 0.4836
ko3 0.1492 0.2728 0.2122 0.3204 0.28 0.3976 0.3628 0.4968

Table 4. Rejection frequencies at asymptotic level o = 5% for various values of \; = Ay = A3 with error density g; of the
pseudo-Gaussian test Tj:/(").

A =Xy =XA3withn=30and T = 10 A =Xy = A3 withn =30and T" = 20

g1 0 0.1 0.3 0.5 0.7 0 0.1 0.3 0.5

N 0.048 0.2764 0.5524 0.7716 0.9188 | 0.056 0.4792 0.7764 0.9612

De 0.046 0.2562 0.5472 0.7796 0.9172 | 0.054 0.4614 0.7614 0.9514

L 0.052 0.2764 0.5476 0.7876 0.9172 | 0.056 0.4718 0.7608 0.9522

t3 0.052 0254 05412 0.786 0.9104 | 0.048 0.4658 0.7714 0.9602
SN(5) 0.054 0.272 0.5616 0.776 09112 | 0.056 0.466 0.7618 0.9618
st3(5)  0.048 0.2672 0.5764 0.7856 0.9136 | 0.054 0.464 0.7588 0.9544
SDE(B) 0.046 0.2616 0.558 0.7648 0.9162 | 0.054 0.464 0.7588 0.9524
sL(7) 0.052 0.2514 0.556 0.7644 0.9014 | 0.056 0.4604 0.7744 0.9598

Table 5. Rejection frequencies at asymptotic level o = 5% for various values of A\; = Ay = A3 with error density g; of the
pseudo-Gaussian test 7* and likelihood ratio (LR) test.

AM =X =X3withn=30and T =5

g Test 05 0.7 0.9 1.1
N Ty 05211 0.6728  0.784  0.9888
LR 0134 04224 0692  0.852
De  TH™ 04928 06528 0.7284 0.9612
LR 01314 04214 0698 0.853
£ Ty 05032 06528 0738 0914
LR 01214 04144 0688 0.834
ts To™ 04788 06352 0738 09414
LR 01228 04224 0668 08214
sN(B)  Ty™ 0466 06308 07264 0.9342
LR 01308 04114 06882 0.8432
sts(5)  Ty™ 0508 0.64 07284 0.9316
LR 01214 03918 0.6678 0.8414
) Th 0484 0.6432 07216 0.9442
LR 01224 03888 06658 0.8378
sC(T)  Tow™ 04988 0.6444 07256 0.9312
LR 0.1288 04214 0.6814 0.8354

Ut

sDe(
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Table 6.p=2,8 =2, 5y =4,n =24, T = 10, p = (1.5;2.3; —=1.2; 3), 3V

15

= (3.1;5), and B = (2.6;—4; —2;5).

fi 1} /period 1 2 3 4 RMSE
L 1.6048 24009 -1.2966 2.9819

N s 3.1007  5.0008 0.0556

52 2.6004 -4.0016 -2.0083 5.001

L 1.6103 2.4083 -1.3016 2.9824

De M 3.0983  4.9989 0.0588
52 2.6017 -4.0037 -1.9975 5.0053
L 1429 24411 -1.1795 2.8936

sN(10) B 3.1012  5.0014 0.0627
53 2.6070 -3.9977 -1.9971 5.0069
L 14086 24319 -1.005 2.7801

st5(10) JiS) 3.0986  5.0005 0.1058
53 2.5984 -4.0011 -2.0071 4.9982

Table7.p=3,51=2,5,=3,53=5,n=30,T =4

(—3;—1;4;3.2;5.2).

o= (2-3.2;-5;4;1.3), gV =

(3;4), B = (2;5;1), and B®) =

fi 1 /period 1 2 3 4 5 RMSE
L 224 328 -5.04 407 1.09
N sMm 2.99  4.002 0.0879
52 196 503 098
53 -299 -099 401 3.19 5.19
L 209 -2.81 -483 403 122
De @ 3.03  3.97 0.125
e 1.83 509 1.07
53 =299 -0.99 401 321 5.21
M 2.13 352 -499 433 1.17
sN(10) B 3.01  3.97 0.1323
53 1.99 494 1.07
53 -301 -1.01 399 321 5.19
L 207 297 -524 363 1.63
st5(10) sM 3.03  3.96 0.1571
53 1.96 504 0.99
i1 -299 -1.01 399 318 5.19
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Table 8.p=4, 51 =2, 5, =3,83=5,5, =7, n=42 T =5, p = (3.2;4.1;5; -2; —5;2; 1.5), BV = (3.4;2.1), g?) =
(=3;2.1;4), B3 = (2.4;5;6.2;4.3; —2.5), and B4 = (=1;5; —2:3.5;4; —5; 7).

f1 1} /period 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 RMSE
L 3.098 4.098 5.041 -1.823 -4.775 2.181 1.386
sMm 3.366  4.131
N 53 -2.891 2.072 3917 0.0934
B3 2321 4929 6373 4229 -2.452
IS -1.001 5.001 -1.997 3.498 3.997 -5.001 6.999
L 3.161 4343 4942 -1767 -4741 2384 1.535
@ 3.363  4.137
De 53 -2.846  2.076 3.871 0.1261
BB 2254 5076 6.184 4313 -2.446
£# -0.998 5.003 -1.998 3.497 3.999 -4999 6.999
L 3.501 4313 5.002 -2.288 -4977 2021 1218
@ 3.406  4.093
sN(10) B -3.018  2.189  3.929 0.1292
£ 2494 5033 6263 4.181 -2.573
S -1.001 5.001 -2.001 3.499 4.001 -4.998 7.001
L 3331 4.147 4615 -1.925 -4.851 2.157 1.338
1S 3.391  2.109
st5(10) B> 2792 2,036 3.846 0.1306
53 2346 4909 6.224 4276 -2.357
i) -0.999 4998 -1.998 3.501 4.001 -5.001 7.001

Table 9. p-values of the test Tj:f(") and the RMSE for a simulated model with p = 2, S1 = 3, and Sz = 5.

sizen | Null hypothesis 7" p-value RMSE
H S =35, =5 0.39207 0.8869
n==60 | H" : S =25 =4 0.0143 5977
HY S =28, =3 0.1654 5.7734
HY 9 =2,9, =2 0.1125 6.0723
HY 8 =39, =5 0.2547 0.91603
n=120 | H": 8 =25 =4  0.00096 6.6723
HY S =25, =3 0.6093 6.5696
HY S =28,=2| 0.13601 6.07176
HY S =38, =5 0.0719 0.9933
n=180 | H{" : 8 =25, =4 | 4.0459 x 106 | 6.6927
HY 9 =2, =3 0.4785 6.5161
HY Sy =28, =2 0.2227 6.7315

6. Real Data Example

This section presents an empirical application of the proposed pseudo-Gaussian test using a publicly available
meteorological dataset https://www.kaggle.com/datasets/rafunlearnhub/weatherhistory,
which contains 96453 observations of the response variable Temperature (°C) and two predictors: Humidity and
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Table 10. p-values of the test T/:/(") and the RMSE for a simulated model with p = 3, S1 = 3, So = 4, and S5 = 5.

size n Null hypothesis H." p-value RMSE
H S =3:5 =4:55 =5 0.97 0.8121

n=60 | HW:8 =29 =35 =4 0 12.856
H S =28, =3,5; =3 0.91 14.93
HY S =38, =4;55 =5 0.94 0.9084

n=120 | H{" : 8 =28, =385=4| 1.07x10"* | 15.676
HY S =28, =39 =3 | 1.11x10716 | 17.0874
HY S =38, =4;55 =5 0.1556 1.0498
n=180 | H{": 8 =25, =355 =4 | 82156 x 10~15 | 13.8058
H S =2;8, =395 =3 | 3.6834 x 1011 | 15.0318

Table 11. Rejection rates of the pseudo-Gaussian test 7™ and values of the AIC and BIC criteria for different candidate
periods (S1, S2), with true period (4, 6).

(51,52) \ 2,4) (3,5 (6,8) (6,12) 5,11
Rejection rate (%) | 76.2 82.4 17.7 34.3 37.2
AIC 1545.74 1361.91 1200.37 1423.11 1617.38
BIC 1590.99 1396.72 1276.94 1520.57 1711.35

Precipitation. Meteorological data exhibit complex periodic structures that pose unique challenges for standard
harmonic analysis (a common period across all independent variables). First, different meteorological variables
operate on distinct periodic scales: temperature typically exhibits a daily (24-hour) or a monthly (12-month) cycle,
while humidity often exhibits semi-diurnal patterns (12-hour) due to atmospheric tides, and precipitation may
show weekly and monthly cycles. Standard periodic regression models, which assume a common period across
all variables, cannot capture these differential periodic behaviors. Second, meteorological processes are subject to
gradual period shifts due to climate change and seasonal transitions; for instance, the timing of seasonal temperature
extremes has shifted over recent decades. The proposed S; vs S; + 1 test provides a framework for detecting such
subtle period changes. Testing consecutive periods helps determine whether an observed periodicity reflects a
fundamental frequency or an aliased harmonic.

The role of the pseudo-Gaussian test as a diagnostic tool for nested model validation is illustrated in Table 14. The
null hypotheses associated with misspecified periods, such as (S1,S2) = (3,11), (2,11) and (4, 11), are strongly
rejected at the 5% level, with p-values equal to zero. This systematic rejection indicates that these specifications
fail to capture the underlying periodic structure of the data.

In contrast, models involving S = 12 are not rejected in several cases, most notably (S7, S2) = (12,12), which
yields a large p-value (0.6537), indicating an adequate fit. This sequential elimination of incorrect hypotheses
provides a blind identification strategy, whereby incompatible periodic structures are ruled out without relying on
prior RMSE-based selection.

Importantly, the test is not used to compare non-nested models (e.g., (4,12) vs (4, 4)), but only to assess nested
hypotheses, in line with its theoretical justification.

For model comparison across non-nested specifications, Table 13 reports the AIC and BIC values. Both criteria
consistently favor models with a second period equal to 12, with AIC selecting (12, 12) and BIC selecting (3, 12).
These results reinforce the conclusion that S; = 12 is a key structural component of the data.

Finally, the RMSE values reported in Table 12 provide a complementary descriptive assessment of in-sample
fit, showing that models close to (4, 12) achieve low prediction errors. However, as RMSE tends to improve with
model complexity, it is not used for formal selection.
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Overall, the combination of information criteria for model selection and pseudo-Gaussian testing for nested
hypothesis validation provides a coherent and statistically sound framework. The convergence of these approaches
toward models with S; = 12 highlights the relevance of the identified periodic structure and demonstrates the
practical usefulness of the proposed methodology for analyzing data with complex seasonal patterns.

Table 12. In-sample predictive accuracy (RMSE) for candidate periodic regression models with different period combinations
(S 1, S 2 ) .

[(S1,S) [@G1D) [@&12) [(12,12) [ 44 [(@B.12) |
[ RMSE | 44955 | 1.1712 | 1.3871 | 4.4864 | 1.1936 |
[(S1,S) [B4 @1 [@33 [ @l1) [ L1 |
[ RMSE | 44608 | 44867 | 4.5424 | 44918 | 4.2481 |

Table 13. Model selection using information criteria (AIC and BIC) across non-nested periodic regression models.

[(51,S) [GI1D)  [&12)  [d212) [ 44 [ 3,12) \
AIC 446.8181 [ 97.7291 [ 91.5292 [ 420.2803 [ 100.7322
BIC 518.8881 | 178.5676 | 195.3105 | 454.87339 | 178.4476

[ (51,5:) | B4 | @1y [ (33 | 2.11) (AL |
AIC 416.7679 | 448.3001 | 417.5526 | 444.5999 | 447.8673
BIC 448.4787 | 523.2529 | 443.4978 | 513.7872 | 542.9998

Table 14. Sequential pseudo-Gaussian tests for nested hypotheses on candidate periods (S, S2).

| Nullhypothesis #45” | 3,11 | @120 | (1212 | @44 | G12) |
Observed value 656.9707 | 307.8057 | 1.6251 20.1861 | 243.1248
p-value 0 0 0.6537 1 0

| Null hypothesis 745" | (3.4) IR o1y [aniy |
Observed value 0.6911 | 1787.92 | —41.3538 | 4638.98 | -39.35
p-value 1 0 1 0 1

7. Conclusion and discussion

In this paper, we derived a pseudo-Gaussian test for comparing periodic multiple regression models with
consecutive periods. The proposed test is straightforward to implement and exhibits superior power performance
across various sample sizes under Gaussian distributions. We also constructed a least squares estimator (LSE) for
the proposed model, which coincides with the function per_1m () in the PerRegMod package when S; = ...
Sp.
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Simulation studies further confirm the strong performance of the pseudo-Gaussian tests in the Gaussian setting,
as well as their superiority compared to the likelihood ration test. Using real data and AIC and BIC as performance
criteria, we demonstrate the relevance and effectiveness of periodic regression models across different periods.

The main contributions of this work can be summarized as follows: (1) we extend periodic regression modeling
to allow variable-specific periods, (2) we develop a locally optimal test for comparing consecutive periods within
the ULAN framework, (3) we construct a pseudo-Gaussian version of the test that remains valid under general error
distributions, (4) we provide simulation evidence of the test’s good size and power properties, (5) we demonstrate
the test’s utility for sequential period selection, and (6) we compare its performance favorably against AIC and BIC
in period identification.

While our analysis has focused on periodic multiple linear regression models with distinct periods, several
extensions remain open for future research. In particular, developing alternative estimation approaches beyond
LSE would be valuable, since LSE achieves optimal results primarily under Gaussian distributions. Such extensions
would improve model robustness in practical situations where normality assumptions may not hold. Additionally,
extending the test to handle non-consecutive period comparisons (e.g., S; versus S; + k for k£ > 1) would broaden
its applicability. The methodology developed in this paper will be incorporated into the PerRegMod R package
[17], which is currently available on CRAN at https://CRAN.R-project.org/package=PerRegMod.
These developments would enhance the applicability and versatility of periodic regression models in modern
statistical practice.

Code availability

The code used in this article is available from the corresponding author.

Appendix

Proof of Proposition 1
The proof of this proposition relies on conditions 2 to 7 from [20], with condition 2 being the most delicate. The

main goal is to show that q is quadratic mean differentiability at any (ul, ﬂ/, o2, 0) . We have:

8,02 X f1

1/2

1

n T
1 1 B
gz np (V) = onT HH fle™ | v—rmas,) Zﬁl((jl)s — A1 — Z >\J+1a:2 i

i=1t=1

The quadratic mean differentiability of qu Bt S (H/ , ﬁ/’ o2, 0) implies that, for w, n, v, and v — 0, we
have:

1 1
/ {qz+w,ﬁ+n,02+vry;f1 ¥) =41 020, (V)

R
o 3 ’
au u B,52,0; f1 () w i ©)
_ (wla 77/;11; ’71) X aﬁq“ 670-2 0:f1 (y) dy =0 ’Z ’
3012 qu B,02,0:f1 (y) ~

ﬁqu,ﬁ,cﬂ,,\;fl (¥) [x=0
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where
T mp—1
J 1 1 2
3N 1.8,02,0: f1 (y) 20_(];)3 02,0;f1 (y) Z ¢f1(Zr t)a
t=1 r=0
mitl
> 2 0% (Zry)
t=1 r=0
0 1 1 1 )
a5 s0m0n W) = 5 06,02 0.5, (9) K : )
T mp—1
(»)
Zl ZO ¢x1p (Zr,t)
t=1 r=
T Sp+lmp—1
0 1 1 1
992 48,020, 11 () = 1020200 (¥) Z 011 (Zs+(s,+1)r)5
t=1 s=1 r=0
and

0 1 1
aquﬂ’gz?)\;ﬁ (y) |A:O 5% q 0.8,02,0; f1 Z "/Jfl Zt

Z ¢f1 (Z(Sp+1)(r+1),t)

r=0
m1—1

e
Z D1 (Z(s140)(r41).0) T (5 1) (g 1)

1 T
~ 9% uﬁ o? val Z
t=1 D™

mp—1

()
2 05 (2S04 )3(S, ) r) o

In order to prove (9), it is sufficient to demonstrate the following three parts:
®
2

1 1 ) 1
/ |:q1214+'w7ﬁ+717‘72+”7’7§f1 %) = Gorwpinor oo W)~ Gy Gptwsrmorto0s V) A=o| dy
R (10)

o ()

(i)

1 1
/ [ql2t+wﬁ+m<72+v,0;f1 ¥) = 4 02,0, (V)
R
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6 1
3uqu B,02,0; f1 ()
)

_<w,n,v)>< aﬁq BGZOfl(y

dy=o H Uj ;
azq .8,02,0: f1 (y)
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(iii)
0 é 0 % 2
aunrw,BJrn,aZJrv,)\;fl (¥) [x=0 — 5(]’%@027)\;]&1 () Ia=o| dy=o0(1). (12)
R

The left hand-side in (i) takes the form:

Nt Z %Hf(j)
j_
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1 n T
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R( ! =1t
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=

T

n T
Seeesrad 1101 EXCUY D SITCAIE
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Lety = hk and (; (7) =71 + Z ’YJ+1$(7 with A € R. Therefore, (13) becomes:

Nl
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1 2 (14)

The part (i) is equivalent to
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n T T
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We have

ol
vl

. 1 n T Cz’t(hk) n T
}ILIE%JE HHfl (Zi,t_m> - HHfl(Zi,t)
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where u(hk) = Sir(tk) Then

=

[T (- S22 ) (11T o] ||
R

i=1t=1

1 zi+—u(hk) n T
E / L7 @)

%= i=1t=1

hk) / /ziyt—u(h,kz)

R VA i=1t=1

I
=
U
g
| S — |
[N~}
U
I

IA
:: 3
=

=

B

[N
—

QU

g

Sy

1
2
T
<X H fi( dw
1=1t=1
1 2 NGE
Z‘(l) n T :
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)

2

n T
202+v%k 1A G| S vz d.
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<

ﬁ\

This completes the proof of part (i).

(i) By setting A =0 in q 1 Bo? Ny the model specializes to a periodic-coefficients regression model. In
this case, the resulting formulatlon coincides with the framework studied in [19] and [18].

(iii) For the perturbations of p and 3, we have, as w, n — 0,

0 1 0 1 2
Su,ﬁ = / |:8)\qli+'wvﬁ+7]-,‘72,>\;fl (y) |)\:0 - aQE757027A;f1 (y) |)\_0:| dy =0 (1) . (16)
R
Indeed,
1 1 2

1 n T : T n T : T
Su.p = 40"”4/ IIIA G p Dowi 2o TI1] A Gy Dowh(Z)| dz, (D
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where z; , = z;1 — wy(;,5,) — Z nz((jz)s ). Therefore
Supg=o0(1)asw, n — 0.

p
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and

2

t=1
respectively. Turning to A3, we obtain
2
1 T 5 —Lin(1+ % 3 u
g == [ eTepien) |30 {wg, (e 2m07)) — g, ()} | dw
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—

Since e Tu/2, enTu/2 fl1 / 2(6“)1#351 (e"), and ¥ (e") are square integrable, Ao, Ao, hence A; and A3, hence also

Sy2, are o(1) as v — 0. This completes the proof of part (iii). Therefore the proof of Proposition 1. O
Proof of Proposition 2
1) We have
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From asymptotic linearity, We have
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We obtain that

ALY (0,) - A1 (0) = op(1).

Since the mapping 6 — I‘Sc?)t; (9) is continuous, it follows that TJS?) (6,) = T}:’) (0) + op(1).

)

i) This follows directly from part (i). ]

16.
17.
18.
19.

20.
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